
 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 
UTILITIES & SEWERS COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 
MAY 9, 2022 AT 4:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CAUCUS & VIA ZOOM 
 
Present:   Chairman James Trakas 
  Councilperson Anthony Togliatti 
  Councilperson Dale Veverka 
   
Also Present: Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz  
  Finance Director Vern Blaze 
  Councilperson Chris Walchanowicz 
  City Engineer Don Ramm   
  
Chairman Trakas called the Utilities & Sewers Committee virtual meeting of May 9, 2022 to 
order at 4:04 p.m. 
 
Chairman Trakas said we do have a quorum, and I thank everybody for their attending today. 
Mayor, I thought we might want to start out, I wanted to address the citizen concerns first 
because they are here, and then we could move on to other topics.  Does that make sense to you?  
 
Mayor Kurtz said sure. 
 
Chairman Trakas said we will go to Item 7 on the agenda first and then Item 2, the Public/Private 
Partnerships and How to Implement Them.  We have been getting a lot of questions on that.  We 
do have a guest in the audience, can you please identify yourself.  
 
Resident Barry Smiach said I live on Sycamore Court. I am the one who put this together and 
contacted the City.  We all have over the years, multiple times, and you will see this on the 
paperwork.   
 
Bob Zack said I live on Sycamore Court. 
 
Dave Dorko said I also live on Sycamore Court. 
 
Chairman Trakas said welcome from Sycamore Court. I know it’s a long drive.   
 
Also Mary Ann Penitz of 7227 Braewood Drive was in attendance. 
 
Chairman Trakas said Don, it’s all yours. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said with Item 7 I tried to infuse it into the discussion for Item 2 which just 
because I think it’s a good example to walk through how to implement a project as one of them. 
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Chairman Trakas said we had been talking about Item 2 that the Mayor and Council approved 
last year, the creation of public/private partnership, and so I know a number of people have been 
getting phone calls, email how do you do this.  I just put it on the agenda to ask how do we do it? 
Do we put something on the website?  Is there criteria?  Is it a sign up program?  I thought we 
might have that discussion.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said just to give you a sense of how do we come to know about issues in 
the neighborhood. This is mostly our alternate list of drainage projects emanates from backyard 
issues that the residents have brought to our attention, and we have had occasion to identify 
problems and solutions and then take bids. So, we have a good amount of projects, 16 or so out 
of a list of 23, so a lot of them fall into this category of potential public/private partnerships. 
Projects that would benefit multiple residents. So, this is the documentation that was forwarded 
to us because it was available.  We are aware that this project has been on the books for many, 
many years, and likely since the subdivision went in. There were some commitments and things 
ultimately that were carried through for reasons I am not quite sure.  
 
So, this was the Elewski plan back in the day that was developed to solve a problem.   
 
Mr. Smiach stated that they have a neighbor behind them also. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said so basically Sycamore is over here, and these are the rear yards 
between the two homes on Sycamore and Cliffview.  Basically, the plan was just to install a 
storm sewer with a series of catch basins in the rear yard that would help benefit both properties 
and pull drainage.  This is a profile of what that system looks like, catch basins and pipes, 
shallow storm sewers, likely 12 inch, nothing major. That’s our typical residential storm sewer 
diameter.   
 
Again, the date here is hard to read, but I think it’s in the late 1990’s. So, ultimately we feel that 
this was a good design, perfectly fine.  We then just carried it forward. This is an aerial of that 
same storm sewer, again identifying the property owners that are bringing the matter to our 
attention.   
 
Ultimately, there were two bids, Geotech and Catts, and Geotech was the low bidder, $119,000.  
You can see what that compares to from a couple of slides ago, and 29 years ago it was $29,000. 
The same project, just many years have passed. 
 
Chairman Trakas asked was the Finance Director talking about moving things to the right?  Were 
there any thoughts about that? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said so not knowing any other dynamics or the history, the simple thing, 
the way we would look at this project is to say how many benefitting properties are there that we 
could maybe spread this cost out over. So, re-visiting the ordinance that was adopted.  This is 
just a simple math breakdown if all things were equal, the City up to 33%, so we figured out that 
$40,000 of these construction costs would be the City’s. We would take that right off the top, it 
remains $79,000 and some change. I divided it by five properties thinking that at a minimum, 
even the fifth one, if a catch basin sits here and do some grading in this rear yard, we could pull 



Utilities Committee Meeting – Minutes May 9, 2022 3 
 

 

 

some water and try to say they would benefit at least five properties just on this Sycamore side. 
So, doing the math kicks out $16,000 apiece, or if you divide it by both properties and say that 
both sides of the street would benefit, you just double the number of properties and spread that 
cost there. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked Don do we have an easement back there? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I think the subdivision plat Mayor speaks to blanket rear yard, side 
yard easements, 10 feet apiece. 
 
Mr. Dorko said I think on the print I gave you guys it shows an easement. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked a stormwater easement? I think one of the things I talked to, and Dave for 
sure, and I’m not sure but maybe the rest of you over there, that the neighbors, it flows from west 
to east; and so the houses, your neighbors, if my memory serves me correctly, they would build 
up their landscaping and it pushes the water onto your property if I remember correctly.  If I am 
wrong, please correct me.  That is one of the challenges, everyone builds up their property, and 
before you know it this one is blocked up, and this one can’t go anywhere, and that dynamic 
exacerbates itself and before you know if you are sitting here before the Utilities Committee 
trying to figure out is there a permanent solution and will the City participate?  Is that fair? 
 
Mr. Smiach said I would just add to it that you are right about west to east. Go into the 
development itself, it’s high to low.  The houses behind us are higher, and the water flows 
downhill. So, initially when Elewski drew up the print for the whole development, there was 
supposed to be drainage swales installed in strategic locations, and that was never followed 
through with with the building situation. Nobody held anybody accountable.  You call every 
year, you call every couple of years. When it rained you got floods.   
 
I know Dave took an active role, and we got some commitments from the City to get things 
done, and nothing ever really transpired.   
 
Mr. Dorko said let me add to that a little bit. In the late 1990’s, I moved in 2000, my parents had 
owned the house, but before that I was working on it. I started in 1998, and I would come to the 
meetings with you guys. At that time it was about four or five years until it was approved and 
ready to go. They were going to start digging in the spring, and the corner house was owned by 
Mr. Mike Ruffner at that time who is no longer with us. He threatened to sue the City for digging 
up his property, and there was all kind of grief with him. I don’t know who he talked to at the 
City, but it stopped the project instantly. It stopped it dead, and I am not sure who he talked to, 
who he pushed, but it stopped it dead, and that was the end of it.  After five years of me screwing 
around with this, I was done. I got Walchanowicz out there, and had him redo the backyard so I 
would have better flow to one of the drains to get the water out of there because at that time from 
the property line would have 20 foot of water just sitting. I opened it up and got most of the 
water.  We do have a (inaudible) drain right now.  It all drains into one yard drain. I am not sure 
underground where that goes. It’s a six-inch pipe.  I am not sure if it’s connected to my 
neighbor’s gutters or what, but that will overflow in a hard rain.  It won’t take all the water.  
Then luckily it pushes up and goes between the yards at that point. 
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Now the grading Elewski did back on the corner house, my neighbor’s property. Last summer 
(inaudible). 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked what house is that Dave? 
 
Mr. Dorko said that would be the corner house. He put drain tile around the garage last year. He 
put drain tile in the back garage all the way in the back area to take this water before it would get 
into his garage.  There are still existing issues that I can keep going on about.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said I think any new subdivision, each house is responsible for its own water now. 
Don, is that correct? You have some type of drainage for each house? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said new subdivisions have mass drainage plans, and every side yard and 
rear yard has storm sewers and catch basins that the developer is obligated to put in. I think in 
this subdivision there was probably a desire to save trees and not do the mass grading. That’s my 
best guess as to why. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said 20 years ago that’s why it was different than today.  Today, if that subdivision 
was coming in before the City for critique and approval, there would drainage. Each one of those 
houses would have to either do a master drainage like they are proposing today, or even if it 
disrupted some of the trees, or each house would be responsible to put them in when they built 
the house. 
 
Mr. Dorko said that’s the thing Greg, on the original prints there was drains there, and the drains 
were not put where they were or deep enough.  Steve Virzi lives behind me, and there is a drain 
there, and the water never makes it there.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said there were grade changes. One guy puts a little mulch, and before you know it, 
it’s like neighbor, neighbor. So, that’s why you are here. 
 
Mr. Smiach said Greg you are right. The people toward the drainage area, people had planted, 
like the gentleman behind me, he planted trees and big pines right at the edge of the property.  
He has a drain in his yard, but he doesn’t connect it to the gutter. He has told me I am not taking 
all that water.  All that water gets to my drain, and my gutters aren’t going to drain right. Then I 
have issues with my gutters overflowing. So, he planted right on the property line trees. Now 20 
years ago those trees were five foot high, and now they are 25 or 30 foot high. There are some 
issues there.  People have fences in those areas.  There are a lot of fences. The people on the 
corner, they have a fence all the way around their yard. There is all kind of stuff that happened.  
None of this happened 20 years ago when it should have. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said the question would be, normally we look at that and how nice it would be to 
make a straight line right out, but if it creates a challenge or for anybody to go in there, how 
flexible would you be if we had to move the easement based on the specifics of, the goal would 
be the same. Everybody would get rear yard drainage. If we had to move it ten foot on your 
property, or vice versa whatever, I am just looking at it generically.  The water underneath 
doesn’t care where it’s going to go.  That doesn’t matter, it’s getting there. If you have to move a 
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little bit and still accomplish what you are trying to accomplish with rear yard drains. We usually 
split the property lines, but if we had to move over onto one. I am not taking that walk, I don’t 
know. If you had to move, slice a little, but still accomplish what you are trying to accomplish, 
would that be something you would entertain? 
 
Mr. Dorko said I would entertain that because now I say that if we went the other direction, there 
are no trees other than it would impact your neighbor behind you.  You have a nice little swale 
behind your shed, it could go right between there.  If it was a straight line, I don’t know about the 
fence on the corner. 
 
Mr. Smiach said if you moved over. Let’s say I have a shed that’s 10 feet wide; if you moved 
over a few feet for the main pipe that would be fine. You would have to put the drains back over 
to the low point. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said right into the main line. 
 
Mr. Smiach said you would have to bring them over from the low point back over to the main 
line. I don’t care.  If you don’t destroy my shed, I am good with it. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said you won’t have the problem with the corner guy anymore because Webster is 
gone. 
 
Mr. Dorko said I would think he would want this taken care of probably because the drain that he 
has now, this proposal, as it gets to the street, there is a manhole cover right there.  
 
Chairman Trakas said it’s also a straight line. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said if logistically we can solve the problem from an engineering standpoint, and 
actually put drainage in there that accommodates the water and looks to the future. Then it goes 
to the economic impact and who benefits from it.  If it’s ten homes it’s a lot easier on everybody. 
Or maybe we have to actually send a little something out to all the neighbors, here we are going 
to do some survey work. We are going to look at our options, and if one of these projects 
qualifies, if the committee agrees and Council agrees, it qualifies for a joint development project.  
If that’s the case, we can pursue it.  If it’s not, then we would have to figure out Plan B if 
Council is willing to look at that. 
 
Mr. Smiach said I talked to Jim a little bit about this, and it’s a change over 20 years. Okay, so 
the City and the Mayor at the time made some commitments and never followed through with 
them. I don’t know if that matters or it doesn’t matter.  Maybe it matters, and maybe it doesn’t.  
 
I tried to step back and say if I bought that house today, and I didn’t know any of the history, and 
I bought this house and I got water in my back, and I came up and talked to you guys, I am 
interested in your joint situation. I am a little taken aback by the joint situation when it was 
committed to do it when it was done, but we just keep kicking the can.   
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Mayor Kurtz said well this is more of a can we do something, how are we going to do it, and it’s 
not easy and fun things for any of us. At some point, everybody has to make a decision. I am not 
imposing myself on Council. We have a program. Does this one qualify for the program? That’s 
the first box we have to check. If it does qualify, we have established parameters, that’s another 
one. If in fact we get people to participate, that’s really the genesis of this whole program was to 
see if we have enough people to participate. We have a number of spots throughout the City to 
do these things as Jim has identified. It’s not like we are trying to cause a problem, we are trying 
to solve a problem in a reasonable manner that increases the value or utility use of your home, 
your yard.  That’s my two cents, but Council has to make the decision. 
 
Chairman Trakas asked so with respect to that, just to start the process, should we ask the 
neighbors if we could take a survey and at least get, confirm what we are thinking about here? 
Would that be an acceptable first step because we don’t want this to go another 20 years. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said sure.  Well, if the people in this room aren’t interested, then I know the rest of 
them probably won’t be.  That’s why I was trying to gauge the temperature. 
 
Chairman Trakas said it would certainly qualify from how the program was positioned from my 
perspective.   
 
Councilperson Veverka said it seems like it would be a worthwhile one to try. It’s not just one or 
two families. It’s just not somebody way down the street that could potentially, it’s directly 
applicable to five, six, eight houses. There are a number of different numbers along the way. 
 
Mr. Smiach said you are clearly seeing the Sycamore cul-de-sac kind of street.  Those four and 
probably the four right behind.  You could easily (inaudible) and even go further back, like 
maybe five or six houses. He said there’s even a manhole cover behind that corner house. Behind 
the house with the fence there is a big manhole cover there.  I can’t speak to other people how 
they want to contribute or not contribute. I am a little disappointed in the contribution side of 
things considering (inaudible). 
 
Mr. Dorko said there are a lot of retired people there right now, and depending on the 
contribution, it is not going to happen. 
 
Chairman Trakas said so it’s the way the program works just so you know.  We kind of went 
through it quickly, but I wanted to hear from the residents.  The way the program works is we are 
able to come in, the City, do the project on your behalf. Hire somebody to do that, do the 
engineering for you.  That is included in the process, and then from an affordability perspective, 
you can put it on your tax bill so it would just be a couple of hundred dollars a year for a certain 
amount of time. We would work with you on the terms of how much time that you wanted to put 
it on so that it would not be a particular burden fund it under ordinary circumstances. 
 
Before this program started, we would either have it keep getting flooded, or wait for something 
to come along. I am sorry that the City did not keep its word to you. I don’t know what to say 
about that, but that’s not the only time that has happened unfortunately, and whatever 
circumstances changed, we understand your frustration with respect to that.  The way this 
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program works essentially, you don’t have to put a lot of money up front, you can pay it on the 
back end.   
 
Mr. Dorko said (inaudible). 
 
Councilperson Togliatti said and all the neighbors would have to be willing participants to make 
this a go, and based on the discussion, those neighbors to the west and behind you don’t 
necessarily have a water problem. It’s just their water is running off to you. 
 
Mr. Smiach said I put in a patio last year, and there was excess ground water. I put in a stone 
patio, and so everybody tries to build a little wall so that the water coming down this way stops. 
Mine kind of goes to that area. So, mine is draining pretty comfortable now, but my neighbor 
behind me, Steve, he has right at that wall of dirt, he has water that sits.  He went and bought 
some topsoil to try to build that up.  I don’t think he’s ever going to build it up to where it is a 
problem, but it’s not even getting to his drain that he has that was designed for the problem.  
 
Mr. Dorko said there are six or seven homes that drain to one yard drain at the corner house.  It 
(inaudible) to my backyard, and there is a corner drain there. That’s the one that it hits.  That is 
part of the problem. There are drains in the yards, but people have mounded their dirt up, some 
of them are too high. It just wasn’t done right in the beginning. There is a manhole cover in the 
corner behind where Mike lived. It has a nice big iron cover.  It looks like it would work, but 
inside it’s a little tiny thing. 
 
Several people began speaking at once. 
 
Mr. Smiach said I have been back there with that one drain, and it gets a couple of sticks in it or 
something, it clogs up. Then you can’t even see it anymore. 
 
Chairman Trakas said I would think the water would move pretty rapidly too. 
 
Mr. Smiach said in a hard rain yes. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said and the rains that we have today are so much more volatile than they were 20 
years ago.   
 
Someone asked are those red lines that go between the houses, the storm sewer, the property 
lines.  It’s not gutters. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said no. 
 
Mr. Smiach said the same thing with the green bars back there. Those would be where the 
strategic drains would go, right? In that print I gave, it’s probably laid out, and that would 
accommodate.   
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
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Chairman Trakas asked Dave and Chris did you have some thoughts on this? 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I think if we can get the neighbors to agree to participate, I think this 
would definitely, I would vote to have this accomplished and everything, this joint project, 
before the prices go up even more.  
 
Councilperson Veverka is this a chicken and an egg?  If we survey it and figure out where it 
might go, but we don’t have the financial participation, then we knock it out again. Or if we lose 
some person along the path that’s not willing to, that would knock it out. So, does it make more 
sense to have the buy-in from the potential people before we do the surveying? 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said I think so.  
 
Councilperson Veverka said that’s what I’m thinking. That is why I am throwing it out there. 
 
Councilperson Togliatti asked and how accurate are the existing engineering drawings from Don 
Elewski back in the day? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said they are old, but the principle and the concept will work.  It’s just all 
the landscaping and all the trees. It’s going to cause damage to get it built now and to cut trees 
down or try to move those catch basins.  As the Mayor was saying, you try to avoid some of that, 
but still accomplish the task and product. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said and the other question that comes into play, okay so if it’s five, and 
we are talking about $16,000 each, but payable with your taxes. If that makes a difference or not 
with the adjacent properties. 
 
Chairman Trakas said I would be happy to go up Mayor, anyone from the Administration that 
you select, Don or Joe or somebody, maybe a little neighborhood meeting to talk about how this 
could work and gauge reaction and report back if that’s something you would like us to do. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said I would not want to see like future neighbor disputes because 
there are eight houses and five of them decide to do it, and the other three are benefitting from it, 
but they didn’t want to take part in the pay of it. I would have to see all eight homes partake in it. 
 
Mr. Dorko said I think you are right. We are going to find (inaudible).   
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mr. Dorko said the people on Ledgewood, their water drains back to the east. They could care 
less. They never had a problem, and they will never participate. I will tell you that right now. 
 
The only drain on the corner of that Ruffner house, that is the drain that takes all the water.  It cut 
the dirt out right in the corner of my yard to get to that drain. When that clay tile broke one 
winter because it froze or something, and it broke, it dropped down. That really took a lot of 
water. Believe it or not, that crack for me took the water out of my backyard and started eroding 
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the dirt to get a nice drain, so it took away the water.  Now Barry in his backyard, you can see 
where it’s cutting a different line through the yards. The water is just actually cutting little 
tunnels where it’s going, and it takes the dirt away as it drains.  Getting participation from a lot 
of neighbors is not going to happen. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said so the reality is the people on the low ground, the Sycamore people, 
most likely there’s five there. 
 
Mr. Dorko said at least four. 
 
Finance Director Blaze asked is the fifth one Gibson? 
 
Several people replied yes.   
 
Finance Director Blaze said didn’t they have some issues for years in the back? 
 
Mr. Dorko said him and the next house over. 
 
Someone said he put a French drain in. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mr. Dorko said if this water got to the yard drains that are there now, it will disperse to a couple 
of yard drains, we wouldn’t be having this issue. People planted trees and mounds of dirt, and the 
water can’t get to the drains.  Trust me, 20 years ago I had some serious arguments with my 
neighbor behind me because he stopped the water from getting to that drain.  He says he is 
having no part of it because then he will have to do his gutters.  So, he stops it.  His name is 
Liptak.  He is the second house on the bottom from the left. There is no water getting to his 
drain, and then Virzi is to the right on the drawing. His drain is too high, so there is no water 
getting to that drain.  If these were done right in the beginning, we wouldn’t be having it. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said and ultimately to put it into the record, that concept or that scheme of 
having yard drains tied to the house systems, we try to discourage that anymore. I don’t think it’s 
a good practice to concentrate and focus water toward your house. So, it probably works on a lot-
by-lot basis.  If there’s a large drainage area flowing to one drain, we feel like it could cause 
problems for a basement foundation system. 
 
Mr. Dorko said can I tell you something else too. On a corner house, the one on the corner with 
the big driveway on the left there, the Ruffner house, that yard drain was very close to their 
house in the beginning, and when they were building the house, he had it moved back closer to 
the corner lot because he didn’t want that water going toward his house.  That drain is about a 
foot or a foot and a half in his yard, and that’s the main drain.  That drain used to be close to his 
house, and he had it moved when the house was being built because he was going to have no part 
of that. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked would the new neighbors agree to getting us in there to resize and reset that. 
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Mr. Dorko said I don’t think you would have a problem with that.  I think everybody would like 
that one drain connected someplace because that is the main drain right there. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked Don it’s not connected there right now?  Where is it going? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I believe it’s tied to the house.  
 
Mr. Dorko said I don’t know even.  It’s a six-inch drain.   
 
Finance Director Blaze said that’s scary. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mr. Dorko said last summer he put drain tile all around his garage because it would build up and 
go in his man door in the back.   
 
Mayor Kurtz asked did it go to the garage? 
 
Mr. Dorko said I think that actually goes to the west under the driveway. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s tied to the house corner.   
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said it stops right there.   
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked why is that basin always seem like it’s empty? 
 
Mayor Kurtz said if it went into his garage. 
 
Mr. Dorko said the yards slope toward the driveway. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked is there an open path through that area right there?   
 
Mr. Dorko said yes.  There’s a fence.  The people that live there right now, I don’t think they 
have a problem. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said if there is a benefit to them to get the water from going into by their garage 
area. 
 
Mr. Dorko said we are talking about the four behind. 
 
Chairman Trakas said but it’s their water.   
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Mayor Kurtz said you know Don, maybe we can research and find out where that drainage 
course really goes. It goes right to the corner of their driveway and their garage.  It might be a 
benefit to, and where do we connect out by the road. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said right in the sidewalk it looks like.  There’s a manhole right in the 
sidewalk it looks like.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said if we could put a twelve inch there to take it to that back corner, and then Dave 
you are on your own. 
 
Mr. Dorko said at that point, that would really take most of the water.  It doesn’t help Barry out, 
the people that are south of me.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said I think then Barry you just have to talk to your neighbor to the north and make 
him take your water.   
 
Mr. Smiach said if Steve’s grade was a little lower, it would probably help. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we could dye test. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said let us do this.  Let us check that corner house, and if in fact the water goes to 
the corner of the house by the garage, that creates a bigger challenge. Maybe he would be very 
receptive to us coming from the manhole through his yard to the corner. 
 
Mr. Dorko said I don’t think he would have a problem digging it up. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said that wouldn’t cost a lot of money to do that. 
 
Chairman Trakas said then if we do the swale or kind of even some things out there in the back. 
Maybe there’s a less expensive way. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said at least you are saying Dave if where that catch basin is, even though it’s only 
six inches, if we were to work from there to the north and tie into our existing storm, that would 
at least put you in a position where you can drain, and then Barry we would have to work with 
the rest of you and instead of putting pipes all the way up, maybe there’s a way to get the water 
to drain, less costly to everybody.  
 
Mayor Kurtz said everybody is supposed to have a swale. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said everybody is building up their properties, and it took on a life of its own. 
 
Mr. Smiach said if it got to that manhole, you would put a bigger line in, maybe it would solve it. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
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Mr. Dorko said so Barry is sitting over here. Now in this area he has all of his natural trees which 
is a mound, it’s really not a swale.  His problem is draining the water from right about where this 
pointer is right here, and it comes this way, and then it takes a dive to the corner.  If you go out 
there you will see it’s starting to erode in the grass there. Then all the water from this house, and 
this house and this house, everything comes to the back here in my yard and it flows to this 
drain. Even this house flows to this drain, it all flows to the one yard drain, and this one yard 
drain gets overcome.  If this was in the corner, and you took it out to the street, I don’t really care 
that this water is going down my property.  I have already accepted that, and someone came out 
and redid all my landscaping 20 years ago.  This water does drain to this drain, and I don’t have a 
problem. Although Barry now he is going to have to do something because his is the wettest 
spot. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said his whole backyard. 
 
Mr. Dorko said I cut his grass occasionally, and at this time of the year you have to be very 
careful because my lawnmower will sink because this water doesn’t get out of here.   
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked Bob where does yours drain to? Does it go east? Does it go north? 
 
Mr. Zack said it goes to the north.   
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said to catch the storm sewer out by the road. 
 
Mr. Zack said that drain was supposed to be in the back. 
 
Mr. Dorko said this one yard drain that takes all this, when so much water comes from all of 
these homes, it’s all coming down, it’s all coming to here, and it drains to this yard. This yard 
drain gets overtaken in a hard rain. It can’t take the water. So, it gets high enough where it does 
luckily flow out to the street. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said Mr. Chairman and members of the community, would you allow Don to do a 
little bit more research. We will talk to the people in the front, and we will see if there’s a vehicle 
to fix that corner and tie into their storm in a way that will eliminate concerns they should have 
with water going to the corner of their house.  We can come back with a cost, or we can come 
back with everything, and at least by having this meeting, discuss and explore options. How’s 
that? 
 
Mr. Dorko said I would tell you too that the gentleman behind me, he has talked about for years 
and years and years, he always said that the drain that is in the corner, if it was in the middle 
there it would be much better for everybody, for him.   
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
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Mr. Dorko said this is all filled in with big huge trees, and it’s just like a big divider.  The trees 
are 25 to 35 feet high now.  He would be very receptive to a drain on the corner because his 
water is coming down here.  All this water is coming down here, and it all goes this way to that 
one drain. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said let’s do that, and we can report back. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said something else they should look at, neighbors that don’t want 
to partake, are they going to want machinery on their property? 
 
Chairman Trakas said well we have an easement.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said let’s see if we get this corner resolved, that might resolve things incrementally. 
 
Councilperson Veverka asked that’s the one that drops into the six-inch pipe? 
 
Mr. Dorko said it’s a big catch basin.  It’s a little too high because I told you it cracked. You can 
see it’s broken too. 
 
Councilperson Veverka asked so that’s clay tile, it’s a six-inch clay tile that carries it off. 
 
Mr. Dorko said it’s six-inch clay tile, and then it’s plastic coming into it.  You can see a six-inch 
plastic pipe.  It’s cracked.  
 
Chairman Trakas said we will do some more investigating and get back to you.   
 
Mr. Dorko said the neighbor behind me last year put in railroad ties along that whole edge.  If it 
rains, it washes away the mulch. You will see the railroad ties.  He shouldn’t have done it in the 
first place. He should have let his yard drain work. 
 
Chairman Trakas said that’s it people trying to solve their own drainage problems, maybe that 
makes it worse. 
 
Mr. Dorko said it’s been 20 years. 
 
Chairman Trakas said we will call you back and be in touch.  What type of timeframe Don?  
How long? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said a few weeks. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Chairman Trakas asked any other topic on the Sycamore situation? 
 
Councilperson Togliatti asked when were those homes built? 
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Someone said 1995. 
 
Mr. Smiach said George owned the whole street and sold it to individuals. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said it was Rybka came in and designed it.  I don’t think he built many 
subdivisions. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said that was in the 1990s, and then the 2000s, and I think it was 2003. 
 
Chairman Trakas said they approved the rest of the subdivision.  It was in phases. 
 
Mr. Smiach said my dad built his first house on Elmarge. All this property, Archwood, Elmarge, 
the high school, all this was, $8,000 would have bought everything.   
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Chairman Trakas said Mel Kurtz always had a saying, buy land because they aren’t going to 
make it anymore. 
 
The next topic which is does fit perfectly to this topic, and I think we are already seeing some 
flaws here.  We have this program, and the question is how do we get it out to the public? How 
do we manage it? I was thinking Don should there be a portal on the website that could be run by 
you or the residents so they can alert us to these types of programs.  Put some parameters behind 
them. So, had you had much time to think about how we might be able to do that? 
 
City Engineer Ramm replied no, only because we have a lot of these in the queue and just can’t 
figure out how to facilitate them. 
 
Chairman Trakas said that’s why we are here.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said we can do something like that and invite more if there are others that 
aren’t on our, didn’t make the cut, haven’t been brought to our attention to date. There are 
multiple ways, emails, phone calls, get out the neighborhoods. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said if we had the residents all in agreement, and we had three or four 
neighbors who already agreed. 
 
Councilperson Togliatti said it does help to be in agreement so they can split the cost. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said that was the reason I asked the first question because if you only 
have five people involved in the deal, and it’s $16,000 apiece. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said if we did it over 20 years.   
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Chairman Trakas said it’s affordable. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said it wouldn’t be $200, it would be more like $900.  It would be $800 
or $900. 
 
City Engineer Ramm and interest. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said the beauty with this, we always felt like out-of-pocket to a homeowner 
could be zero, the City fronts everything, it gets paid back over the years. It really could be a nice 
thing. 
 
Councilperson Togliatti asked have we allocated a budget for this program because we would 
have to pay 100% of the expense up front. 
 
Chairman Trakas said there is no budget for the program. 
 
Finance Director Blaze said we approached that last week in some of the discussion we had 
about starting that with a certain allocation of funds. 
 
Chairman Trakas said Mayor I was kind of thinking like doing some brainstorming, and these are 
just ideas.  A public/private partnership suggests that residents have an interest in them. I think 
we have narrowed the parameters as to what type of a project, or we need to narrow the 
parameters and maybe get some suggestions from you. I think in our minds we have narrowed it 
to kind of backyard flooding issues, issues that are not threatening homes per se, but do threaten 
yards.  That there are multiple neighbors involved, as well as multiple properties. It could be 
commercial property. This could be commercial as well not just residential, near a residential 
property.  There has to be some type of a mechanism to report these types of projects. In other 
words, I was thinking as we are doing all this technology work, maybe put a portal on the 
Engineering website and put in the newsletter, advertise it, look this is the type of thing where 
multiple neighbors are involved.  Let us know about these projects, or we can upload them to the 
portal so that we can at least see what we are dealing with, put together a line item beginning in 
2023 or whenever it might be of what our taste for these types of projects might be and budget.  
Then we start getting projects engineered for next year or whatever it might be.  I couldn’t 
imagine that we could do a lot this year, in fact we can’t.  We might, we will see what happens. 
 
I think the public is interested in how do you do this?  What is the process?  How does this stuff 
work, and I don’t have an answer.   
 
Ms. Penitz said I just read it in the one publication.   
 
Chairman Trakas said you read that we are starting the program.   
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Ms. Penitz said what our problem is that I have a backyard that slopes down, and there is a 
stream. When I first bought this house, I could just walk across it, and like 30 years later I have 
had three bridges replaced because of the water flow that goes through the back.  It is also 
washing away the bank.  I have a tree right now that’s about to go over any day because it’s on 
the bank.  That’s pretty much basically it.   
 
City Engineer Ramm asked is this Braewood? These were slides from the former committee 
meetings where we looked at trying to do a study.   
 
Councilperson Veverka said there were three houses.   
 
Chairman Trakas said you are not alone. You have a number of your neighbors who have the 
same kind of issue, and based on what we accomplished last year, I think we all thought this was 
a project that would qualify.  Again, on the administrative part of it, Mayor and Don, I think 
there should be some type of an informational portal or something.  How do you report 
something like this?  So, residents could say hey this is something I would like you to consider, 
and then how do we grade these projects?  Obviously, the Braewood project is something we 
have known about for quite some time, and residents are eager to hear what we want to be able to 
accomplish. 
 
Ms. Penitz said I have lived for 30 years now, and I remember just walking across.  I saw a 
motorcycle come down the creek.  A rainfall came, and Braewood is a short street. So, like the 
water flows all the way from across the street. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said it must come from Pleasant Valley. Powerful water comes underneath Pleasant 
Valley by Midland, and then it comes behind the houses on Brecksville Road and it goes 
underneath Brecksville and it shows up by you and eventually makes it down to the river.  So, is 
there a solution that would last for 20, 30 or 40 years? I know that it’s pretty steep. There’s a 
steep slope isn’t there? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said there are some gabion baskets that were about 20 or 30 years old that 
have kind of seen their useful life here and have degraded.  So, this is an expensive project. 
When CMT did the study, and they ran through some quick numbers.  We had some important 
slides that looked at the cost. This was strictly the construction costs, and it was expensive.  Even 
if you took the 40% off the top and divided it up three ways, and these ones are particularly 
challenging when there is potential Army Corps impacts. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said $40,000 a house. 
 
Chairman Trakas said it was $202,000 I thought.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said it was a cost estimate just for construction.   
 
Chairman Trakas said that was in 2019. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
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Mayor Kurtz said that would be $50,000 apiece. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it could be higher if there were engineering involved, the Army Corps 
coming in. 
 
Ms. Penitz said from my point of view, I wasn’t looking for anything that would cost $50,000.  I 
just would want something that is zero.  We talked about this before Jim, and a lot of that stuff 
over the years I planted. Things would just wash away. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said the velocity and the volume is so great and to do some natural preventions will 
be really difficult.  You will put something in there, and it will last for a while, and eventually 
that water will get behind it and just blow it out. 
 
Ms. Penitz said I don’t know when it really started getting bad, I would say within the last five 
years or so, or maybe even 10, it just seems like, the bridge I have right now, you can’t even go 
across it because I think it’s safe, but who wants to take that chance.  
 
This is kind of like unused land. It’s not like we do anything on this land. If I remember 
correctly, it was designated a flood plain. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said locally, but I don’t know if it comes up on any FEMA maps. When 
that floods, the water spreads out. 
 
Ms. Penitz said it’s like a lake when it overflows.  I don’t know where the water comes from.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said the water has gotten worse, the velocity and volume of water, some of these 
storms that we have experienced are just way beyond what they were 20 years ago. 
 
Chairman Trakas asked is there something we could do to slow it down upstream at all? 
 
Mayor Kurtz said when you start wanting to slow down water. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said you got the water added when they paved the lanes, and that is the 
water that comes down, if I am not mistaken, down the edge of Brookside and cuts across 
diagonally.  In the meantime, the development off of Pleasant Valley, that water is now added. 
Reality is every time we bury and move water out of somebody’s yard, it accumulates as the 
watercourse goes towards the river. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said I would suggest that the volume increases from Seven Hills and Broadview 
Heights, and there is no mechanism to manage that water in the corporate boundaries. So, it free 
flows down to us. You have the additional lane widenings, you have all that water going into  
those six or eight different pinch points for the State, and it ends up here and makes that radical 
turn.  This is one that we can talk for a long time, but it’s an expensive solution.  To answer your 
question, I can’t think of a solution that is not going to involve some mechanical means of 
measuring those banks or managing those banks, gabions, concrete wall, some other mechanism 
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because you are not going to find erosion control, natural measures that are going to be 
permanent.  This doesn’t qualify for, the velocity and volume, it’s just too much water. 
Councilperson Veverka said the detention basin that’s over at Pleasant Valley where we took out 
that house. That was supposed to slow some of that water wasn’t it? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it really wasn’t designed as a detention basin, but it does allow the 
water to kind of do that, and it’s been pretty successful. I don’t believe the downstream owner 
has had many problems. So, it kind of functions maybe that way. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said what I am saying is the house was purchased to try to create an area 
to kind of slow or adapt the flow before it goes across under Pleasant Valley and then through to  
Brecksville Road. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I think we graded out the basement, there’s kind of a little hole there 
that lets the water kind of do that. It will rise and fall. 
 
Councilperson Trakas asked is there more than can be done there to be impactful? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said no, it’s just too small of a property, and the drainage study that we did 
show it would need much, much larger areas to try to accomplish anything that would be of any 
significant benefit or value that you would see. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said we looked at the house next door, but we couldn’t acquire it. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said the other option, I think in the study CMT said there is always the 
option of, think of it, the creek is in size and vertical cut, and the one creek bend way back, that 
water is spread out, and it would be hydraulics, but then when you do that, this whole backyard 
then becomes full of water and you probably don’t have much use of that backyard. It would 
solve the erosion problem, but it’s now become more of a conveyance particularly for the creek 
flows. 
 
Ms. Penitz said you know where that bank is where it just drops off, every single person that has 
ever cut my grass, the first time they cut my grass, they end up in the creek with the tractor.  I 
was very lucky, I have had three so far, and they knew what they were doing. They jumped off 
and let the tractor go. The worst part was when they had to call their boss and tell him about it. 
That’s a danger, I think, and you have to cut the grass. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said well this project was these three.   
 
Councilperson Veverka said well it cuts right across the diagonal of those first three properties. 
I think Grande is one of them, and then the two adjacent.  
 
City Engineer Ramm said so that’s the problem, it’s expensive and it’s only spread out over two 
or three benefitting properties. A full-blown stream enclosure is another option, pipe the whole 
thing in, and those are terribly difficult to get permits for and expensive.  
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Mayor Kurtz asked can you do a three-sided one and not touch the creek bed?  
 
City Engineer Ramm said I would just have to be very careful because the velocity is coming out 
of the pipe at the end.  
 
Finance Director Blaze said that’s open land up there.   
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said that’s a CEI easement.  
 
Councilperson Veverka said and that doesn’t directly affect the actual home.  
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said so there are a lot of things that can be done, but there are offsetting 
costs at the end of the day. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked how much is it? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I don’t recall. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said at least $350,000 because there is a section up there before the first 
house. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said these units are all in square yards. I thought maybe there was 
something.  
 
Mayor Kurtz said I don’t know. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said and the further problem is the capacity of the culvert that goes under 
Brecksville Road because once you start shoving the water in a pipe as compared to the open 
area where it can kind of expand, then you have an issue of it backing up, that’s kind of what is 
taking place on Highland where Hazel’s house is. That pipe is limited to what it can take, and it’s 
taken a double creek from Timberlane and Ranchview and all that other additional water into 
that, and that is where the big flooding was. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said the pipe almost acts like a dam. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said absolutely because it can’t take it because its capacity isn’t big 
enough. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said that’s not the issue here. The issue here is erosion because of the velocity and 
volume of water. 
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Ms. Penitz said actually the foot bridge that I have now, there is nothing wrong with the bridge. 
It would run very, very well. I think they were Parma firemen that had built bridges. It’s solvent, 
except I can’t use it because there is no soil around it.  It is just sitting in the water.  
Mayor Kurtz asked because it expanded that much? 
 
Ms. Penitz said the first time that it expanded, I went to Home Depot or something like that, and 
I had them cut me a piece of board the size of the bridge, and it extended out 4 or 5 feet.  The soil 
eroded all the way around it.  That’s my problem. We can’t access the property over there, and 
thankfully the landscaper goes all the way up on CEI property and comes down.  
 
Councilperson Trakas said it’s a function of cost. So, you have $45,000, and if you want we can 
do something like that.  It’s expensive.  That’s what you need to ask is that what to do.  You 
don’t have to expend much up front, but there is stuff coming behind that does have an impact on 
you.  
 
Mayor Kurtz said maybe a bigger bridge. 
 
Ms. Penitz said I don’t want one. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said a longer bridge, outside of the erosion area. 
 
Ms. Penitz said it’s sitting out in the middle of the land. There is no water. I don’t want to do 
that. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said 270 feet just the stream length. It was expensive, and that’s why it just 
sort of didn’t have much traction.  Then the complexities of the Army Corps. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said well I don’t know what else, until they come up with a mechanism or a means 
of managing erosion on a more permanent basis, we can keep researching but that’s about all we 
can do. 
 
Councilperson Trakas asked would it be reasonable to talk to your neighbors about something 
like that and see if it made sense? 
 
Ms. Penitz said I don’t know if Mike would want to do it. He’s one neighbor.  
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Ms. Penitz said the other people too, they are in the same position I am. Their bridge is sitting 
out. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said I remember the pictures, I went out there once. 
 
Finance Director Blaze said Nelson was spared. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said Nelson got out of that. 
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Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said I will come over.  Thanks for coming. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said take care. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said okay, well that was longer than I thought. Are we prepared to talk 
about the LED street lights? That was something that Dave Snyderburn had requested that we 
put back on the agenda, but he’s not here.  
 
Mayor Kurtz said on that one, wait until he is available. What other projects do we have Don? 
 
Councilperson Trakas said that’s the next question so. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said the next item on the agenda we brought forward was a slide from a 
few meetings ago where we were aware that the ARPA money was becoming available, and it 
gives you the idea of the amount of funds. 
 
Finance Director Blaze said the first number is correct, and the second number is nowhere close 
to being correct.   
 
City Engineer Ramm asked where did we get that from? 
 
Finance Director Blaze said well that was originally what, this is how it was explained to me. 
You are in tune with the State you know, but when the Government gave each state their 
allocation, and it was up to the State to divvy it up, and the first round the State divvied it up and 
left the townships off the calculation.  So, at first without the townships in Ohio getting any of 
that ARPA money, okay Independence you were in line to get $1,400,000. Then the townships 
screamed and that formula was recalculated to include the townships, so we get about half of 
that. 
 
City Engineer Ramm asked which includes the $375,000? 
 
Finance Director Blaze said yeah $375,704 which is what we got last year, and it was around 
June so we are set to get the other $375,000 in the next 30 or 60 days if they stay on that 
timetable. 
 
Councilperson Trakas asked and that money has been allocated at that time? 
 
Finance Director Blaze said it’s there. 
 
Councilperson Trakas asked have we contemplated other uses of any of those funds?  Obviously, 
we don’t want to use them all for utilities. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said everybody internally has their hand out.  
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Councilperson Trakas asked so what do you think would be a fair request for utilities? 
 
Finance Director Blaze said well we had to file an initial report with the U.S. Treasury, and they 
made it easy for a lot of communities across the country to use the third bullet point to replace 
lost public sector revenue.  They said any community, any public jurisdiction in the country 
that’s getting less than $10,000,000, and we are getting a lot less than $10,000,000; we are not 
even getting $1,000,000.  You could use that third bullet point to replace lost public sector 
revenue up to $10,000,000 without much paperwork to support that, up to the amount you are 
going to get. So, the initial report that I filed, I just indicated that the money we received, and the 
money that we will receive, and that same amount that $375,800 we will use to replace lost 
public sector revenue, but I think that gives us the maximum flexibility on what to do with it then 
because the public sector revenue, I could make the case that what we really lost was the 
hotel/motel taxes. It was very clear, it was $1,200,000 to $1,400,000 a year, and then Covid hit 
and it dropped off. So we easily, between 2020 and 2021 lost $750,000. 
 
Councilperson Trakas asked wasn’t it like $200,000 or something? 
 
Finance Director Blaze said it went down to half, $500,000 or $600,000, and then it bounced 
back a little bit last year. So, between the two years we easily lost. We don’t even have to show 
them that. So, I guess that’s the way of saying that we do have some flexibility in how to use 
them going forward within these parameters here.  
 
Mayor Kurtz said you guys catch me up, I have Mayor’s Listening night. I apologize. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said then if that money is not truly available to us, I guess the question 
comes up, you are going to make a recommendation on what you are working on. 
 
Finance Director Blaze said Council has to tell me where you want to use the money. It’s there, 
half of it, and the other half will be there. It does replace lost revenue. We will see if final 
guidance is issued by the Treasury and how much flexibility we then have to use that money. 
Look, this is the Utilities Committee, and a lot of the stuff that you have been talking to is under 
that fifth bullet point, water and sewer infrastructure. That’s almost every issue that we have 
talked about. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked can we use it on road projects? 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Finance Director Blaze said they are trying to make it less onerous for Governmental entities.  
 
Councilperson Trakas asked do you want to at a Finance Committee or a workshop, kind of 
make an allocation. We can spread it out and then have a budget and work off of that. Does that 
make sense? 
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Vice Mayor Grendel said you gave us some options too where to put this money. 
 
Finance Director Blaze said well to put it in the public/private partnership fund that they have 
under Item 2, as Don found out, we have to fund that up front. We will get the money back over 
time. That money could be used up like that. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said on a couple of projects.  Let’s have the majority of Council because I 
don’t want to do it with just Finance.  Would that be okay? 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel replied yes. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said so the other question came down, engineering priorities, Council 
priorities, you had things you wanted to put on the agenda, and that is what that meant. So, Don I 
don’t know if you have additional ideas that you want to put on the agenda for us to discuss. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I put some bullets together. When I saw engineering priorities, I didn’t 
know if you meant physical engineering work, or did you mean Engineering Department? 
 
Councilperson Trakas said whatever you wanted. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said so a couple of categories, design work, and a lot of these things we 
have known because they have been in the queue was the Brookside project that we released 
GPD here recently. I want to talk about this stream stabilization portion of this project here in a 
second, but of course Kleber, we need to hire an engineer to get Kleber designed this year. The 
Hillside water main culvert, that’s another project that was in our 2023 Capital Plan that we want 
to design this year, so that’s in there this year.   
 
Then the preliminary engineering work for the northwest quadrant we would like to get going. 
There was some funding allocated I thought in the Five-Year Plan for this year to get going with 
that.  
 
What I neglected to put on here was the Meadowbrook culvert, bridge, that sort of drainage, I 
forgot to put that on there. That is moving forward. EDG put their scope together, and we have 
that RFP on the street now for a list of contractors for a design build. So, that is moving along. 
That should have been on this list. 
 
If you recall when GPD’s scope of work came up, they had some funding, some fee relative to 
this private property issue with the creek that was getting very close to the corner of a foundation 
here where it turns a hard turn, and this resident had been reaching out to us over the years 
asking for some assistance. So, we felt that this was a nice project to try while we were here to 
consider doing something, at least investigating. If you recall a meeting or two ago, when the 
GPD fee came up, we were struggling as to how this would look and feel. So, what I want to 
kind of propose to you or show you or walk you through what a possible partnership would mean 
for this property.  I think there is some seed money that I think we have to put forth to get the 
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conversation advanced to a point enough to decide, both from a City standpoint and a property 
owner’s standpoint.  
 
So, right now there are two properties affected. I think they are sort of in the same family of 
ownership, so that is a good thing I think.  
 
Councilperson Trakas asked so this is on what part of Brookside? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said so this is on the south side of Brookside, right near Officer Kroeger. 
Ricco is the name of the property owner whose house is there. There is a little dip, and the 
stream goes under the road and outlets.  If you look at it, and say there are two benefitting 
properties, and if the City, per the ordinance, was about a third. So, cut it up into thirds.  So, you 
were asking questions last time, so what’s the project going to entail? What is it going to cost to 
consider whether or not we would fund it?  When you look at this breakdown, all the engineering 
work for this stream for these two properties were about $35,000, and if you look at how GPD 
broke this out, they had a 30%, a 60%, and so they are just earmarked so when portions of work 
get done, and I asked them specifically, at the 30% design completion stage would that generally 
equate to about a third of the fee which would be for this $11,551, and they said generally it 
would. Once they completed that 30%, it would tell us what the limits and scope of the work 
would be in terms of what the mitigation measure would be, likely gabions or just widening the 
stream and then what it would cost. 
 
So, coming out of it, I call it like seed money. If the City, and seeing as we would be committed 
to a third of the total cost both for the design and construction, I feel like this $11,551 needs to be 
upped, it needs to be seeded so that we could at least tell GPD to get through the 30% stage of 
design so that we can answer these questions, what the treatment is and how much estimated cost 
would be. Then we could approach the owner because right now they are not aware of anything 
yet, and we could approach the owner or owners and answer those questions for them to see if 
they want and would be willing to move forward.  Or if they said absolutely not, these costs are 
going to be too much of an expense, and we can’t participate, then we just pull the plus and 
wouldn’t spend another dollar on this endeavor, but at least we would have went through for the 
residents. 
 
Councilperson Trakas asked was $49,000 engineering costs only? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said unfortunately both. There was permitting, and it was the impact of the 
Army Corps permitting when you mess around with the stream. So, I don’t know if we need to 
spend a nickel of that money yet for this first 30%. I think we do the survey work, and 
preliminary engineering and not touch that money right now and just get to a point where about 
for $11,550, give or take, we could have some answers to these very important questions, to 
know whether we are going to move forward or not.   
 
Councilperson Togliatti said let me ask you this Don. The potential outcome being the gabions 
similar to what we just looked at with Braewood. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it could be. 
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Councilperson Togliatti said before we spend $11,000, should we sit down with this family and 
say based on this estimate it was $200,000, and it’s 270 lineal feet, however many lineal feet the 
potential is to cost this one family for the two homes $90,000 to do this project? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I don’t know yet without the engineering work to know whether we 
could just decide to try to armor this 90 degree point. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said you need this in order to be able to answer. There is no rough 
estimation that we could give them. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we could try on the quick and dirty. I thought that maybe they would 
widen out this stream and cut more into this yard, and the same thing I was telling Ms. Penitz, 
you could open up the channel and let that water slow down and that could be a treatment. Well 
there is no gabion whatsoever. There is rip-rap on the outside of the creek. In essence, it would 
almost be like move it a little bit and reworked. So, that is what I think this $11,000. 
 
Finance Director Blaze asked is the home on the right Mr. Ricco’s house, and then the one on the 
left with the red/brown, is that the daughter’s house?  Which one was built first? It seems like his 
is more a somewhat newer house. I can’t picture the house on the left. If so, you just wonder why 
did the City allow them to build right there if there was such a problem.  I agree, I would rather 
find out if they are willing to participate, even on a concept basis, before spending $11,500. They 
could come back and say no we aren’t interested.  
 
Councilperson Togliatti said since it’s one family. 
 
Councilperson Veverka said well they are going to take the whole hit. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said and really it was a stretch to say to benefit the properties. I only said 
that because really they are the drivers of this property, but because most of the work could be on 
this one. It would just be another property to stretch that assessment out over. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said that’s our criteria too. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said and (inaudible) the other house. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said that would be another consideration.  In essence, we would be 
thinking about widening and chasing that water closer to the other house. 
 
Councilperson Trakas asked are there (inaudible) across the street Don? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said not really. I don’t think so. It has it’s own problems with erosion, and 
we have done some treatments on the other side with grout mattresses because this streambed 
has had some challenges there too, but not flooding or a structure being ready to be undermined.  
I don’t believe that’s the case like here. 
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Councilperson Trakas asked what does the committee want to do?  I like the Togliatti plan. 
Councilperson Veverka said have a chat, and I mean even if you would have some marginally 
rough numbers. Potentially, this could be a $100,000 issue which two-thirds of it would be your 
responsibility. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said or from this side alone, just from the engineering. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said if it’s $50,000 for engineering, it’s going to be $100,000. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said well that helps me out then. The questions were asked. It’s a little bit 
unique in that you are asking questions that we don’t know what the design improvement is yet, 
so it’s hard to know the costs. It’s hard to know whether a homeowner or homeowners would 
participate in an assessment until they know the total dollar value they are looking at. So, it’s 
asking the question, but probably the cart before the horse a little bit, so this was an attempt to 
get us some information. I don’t mean to belabor any further. 
 
Then you saw the construction is on the other side of the coin, the same thing with 
Meadowbrook. That could have been listed here at the top. I neglected to put it in here, but so the 
2022 construction. 
 
This is a new item that has come to light, and I have some information to show you.  So, it’s 
down here on Evergreen. We did a little bit of work last year. There was a sinkhole that just 
showed up after a good rain one day. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said oh my. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s opposite Weseloh on the other side of the street.  It’s a sinkhole. 
It’s an old metal corrugated pipe. It’s an outfall that picks up a sewer.  The sewer comes down 
the road, and these two catch basins drain due east into a storm sewer easement that outlets to the 
(inaudible).  It’s a pretty good slope. This is a profile. That pipe dives down over the hill, and it’s 
old, and it’s original, and it’s corrugated metal.  It needs to be replaced. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said you could really see it from the other side. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said so we have reached out to our vendors, Catts and Geotech, and put a 
bid package together, an emergency type project. We expect prices on Friday. We feel like it will 
be something we can absorb within the two big contracts that we just let; $200,000 was Catts I 
think and over $300,000 for Geotech. We think we can absorb this, but it’s something that 
obviously has risen to the priority level. 
 
Councilperson Trakas asked any of the work that the homeowner did there, they remodeled that 
whole area, they did extensive work, did any of that have an impact on this. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I don’t believe so. These two catch basins were always here. We put a,  
in respect for the elevation of this garage, we tried to put a track drain across this and tried to 
pick up every drop of water that potentially missed these two basins, but by and large, 90% to 
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95% of all the water that was ever coming through here, it was always being picked up and being 
routed through the same pipe.  I think it was just the timing, coincidence, and the age of the pipe 
finally caught up with everybody and needs to be replaced.  I just want to bring it to your 
attention because it’s in an easement. It’s a City obligation, and it’s causing problems to the area. 
We are going to know soon enough what to do.   
 
Getting back to our list, this is the Pleasant Valley timber wall replacement, and that was already 
authorized.   
 
7100 Pleasant Valley, and this is that large culvert pipe that needs to be field paved inverted. 
That’s a treatment that will extend the useful life of the culvert.  It’s under a parking lot, and it’s 
100% owner cost. While we did a little bid and got prices, our immediate approach would be to 
reach out to the owner of the property and engage them, tell them we have a contractor lined up. 
We have a price, and we just have to enter into an agreement to get this done.  It’s the big office 
building.  Bob Check, he’s the guy with the radio towers on 21. The street runs by the property 
he owns, and it goes into this pipe, and that’s the pipe that is experiencing some decay and it 
needs to be treated preventively to extend it. So, that’s kind of a priority only because of the size 
and the size of the watercourse running through it. 
 
Eastview Drive, this is actually the homeowner’s house that sits on the corner. They have a 
culvert that is in the backyard.  It’s a corrugated pipe that is failing, and the bottom is gone, and 
we did a little study or did a little bid, and it’s on our list. 
 
Finance Director Blaze asked is that the house at the southwest corner?   
 
City Engineer Ramm said Rini is the fellow who owns it now.  I have an exhibit to show you for 
that.   
 
Councilperson Togliatti asked and that will be a 100% assessment on the property owner? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it depends. Right now we feel like when that lot got created, that is 
when that stream got culverted in. It really made that lot developable for a house to be built 
there, so it doesn’t necessarily benefit the City, but if we want to participate in the program, it 
would be eligible. So, we put it on the list only because we had occasion to investigate the 
condition of the pipe, and we need to reach out to the homeowner. The pipe is really in bad 
shape. If that thing collapses, that house is in trouble because that water would just come up and 
start running. That’s something we need to pursue with the owner. 
 
This is the next category, and I say willing owners because it’s just what we talked about. The 
people, it’s very similar. They have wet backyards, water ponding and surface flooding is what 
we call it. One is not necessarily more important than the other if the property owners were 
willing and came to the table, and I think that would elevate the project, willing property owners. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said that I know that those ones we talked about three or four years ago on 
Dora, they were all pretty willing if we wanted to look at that as one of your top priorities.  It 
doesn’t seem like that would be a very expensive one, just kind of a swale situation or 
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something. There was already a creek, but then we met somebody the other day who lives by the 
creek, and she had some issues that she had to figure out. If you could look into that one near the 
top of your investigations, it would be helpful.  All of those were, they said that they understood 
that they might have to pay for the thing, private property.  It wasn’t impacting their basements. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said there were a couple of houses there.  It was a range of addresses. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said four of them maybe.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s a good size dollar value, but right spread out over a good amount 
of homes I think. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said they said they want to solve the problem, so we will look at it. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s on our list. 
 
Then this one was brought to our attention recently, and I want to bring it up because it’s likely 
the City will have to get involved to get him off septic.  There’s a home on West Creek at the 
very north end opposite the hotel there.  There is a white house.  It’s on septic.   
 
Councilperson Togliatti said it is failing according to the County Board of Health. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said they investigate the streams and creeks, and I think they caught wind 
of some discharge.  They were never even on our list. We have about 8 or 9, active ones that we 
maintain a list, and this one wasn’t on there.  Well, the West Creek interceptor runs down the 
creek. 
 
Finance Director Blaze asked how do you even get to the house because when you get to the end 
of the pavement, it almost looks like you are going off road. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s a very rough condition. So, we need to investigate. So, the Board 
of Health has put this in our corner to try to chaperone, engage the resident, and trying to 
determine whether or not that septic could be abandoned and tied by gravity to the sewer. The 
only challenge I see is there is a creek in between the house, and elevation wise at the bottom of 
the stream, that pipe, we don’t want it floating above the creek. So, they may just have to replace 
the septic system which would be pricey.  I only bring it up because it might be something we 
have to chaperone and have one of our contractors under some assessment project install a six- 
inch sewer from the main to the house, but a lot of logistics would have to be worked out in 
coordination with the resident.  
 
Councilperson Veverka asked is that Vernon? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said that’s a name that sounds very familiar.  
 
Finance Director Blaze said Ricky used to work for the City.  
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City Engineer Ramm said so I just bring it up to put it on your radar screen. 
Councilperson Trakas said interesting, the fact that we still have septic really concerns me. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said so that brings us to Number 5. 
 
Finance Director Blaze asked what are the utility wires on Pleasant Valley? 
 
Councilperson Trakas said I got a call back before I got Covid, and then I forgot about it.  There 
is a house on Pleasant Valley, and there are several of them, when you first come off the 
interstate heading south. That they have wires that are really hanging down. They said they 
contacted the City, and I am sorry I should have gotten you the information. I apologize, but she 
wanted to know if there was any way that the City could work with First Energy to boost up 
those things because the trees, First Energy is supposed to cut the trees. It continues to push 
down on the lines, creating a danger for the house.  What is our protocol on something like that? 
 
City Engineer Ramm asked these are the service drops from the main line to the house that sag? 
 
Councilperson Trakas said yes. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said probably chase down and contact some liaisons with the utility 
companies to see if they could make those lines taut. 
 
Councilperson Trakas asked First Energy does that type of work correct? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said or if it’s cable or Spectrum, whoever’s utility it is. 
 
Councilperson Trakas said okay, I will get you the information.  Is that something you can 
handle? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, we can try and reach.  So, it’s not the main line up and down the 
street, it’s the drops? 
 
Councilperson Trakas said yes, and there are three or four of them.  I drove up there back in 
December, and then I got Covid and forgot about it. 
 
City Engineer Ramm asked east of I-77? 
 
Councilperson Trakas said just east of I-77. 
 
Finance Director Blaze asked on the south side, between I-77 and Meadow Drive? 
 
Councilperson Trakas said correct.  I will get you more information. My apologies that I didn’t 
put that on there.  Was there anything else that the committee wanted to go over today?  Don, we 
always appreciate everything you do. 
 
Finance Director Blaze said it’s 20 to 6:00 p.m. on a rare, beautiful night. 
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Moved by Councilperson Togliatti, seconded by Councilperson Veverka, to adjourn the 
Utilities Committee meeting of May 9, 2022.  Committee Polled: 3 yes/0 no; motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, the Utilities Committee meeting was adjourned at 5:39 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Debra J. Beal, Clerk of Council 
Minutes Unapproved at Time of Release 05/12/22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


